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EXTRACT OF A LETTER. - 
Fron Guifer, in London, to. Aly Ben Hayton, bis fricnd 


in Constantinople ; giving an ,account of the wonder- 


ful work of Ged upon bis soul. 


DEAR HAYTON) : ED i i: 
OU cannot be ignorant that the impetfect, though 
awakening information given me of the chriftian re- 
ligion, by an English flave, under captivity to our bigoted Ma: 
hometan neighbour, Abdala, put nié-upon a reftlefs. defire of a 
farther knowledge thérein. ‘This, T-was*convinced, could not 
be obtained in’ my préfént unhappy fituation, being in a country 
where it is dedth to Pive the leaft fufpicion of favouring the 
chriftian profeflion, where every eye and every ear were danger- 
ous watchers “over all'my behaviour : therefore it was’ with all 
the catition néceflary to fo hazardous’ an ‘atternpt, I happily got 
on board the Expedition, bound from Coriftantinople to London. 
When I canie'to England, 4s foon “as I had opportunity of 
making my obfervations, I found that thé chriftian religion was 
in' general profefled throughout this kingdom. But notwith- 
{tanding the purity it’ enjoins, it appeared that the generality of 
its profeflors Were very loofe in their’ morals, prdfane in their 
difeourfe, and‘ debauched in their. lives. I alfo found that the 
profeffors of chriftianity were divided into many religious feéts, 
and, what is much ‘to be deplored, each carry he oppofition, 
for the moft part, againft the other to that height of inveteracy, 
as though they worthipped not the fame God. 

‘This put me upon further inquiry into the principles of the 
chriftian religion ; a tafk difficult enough for a ftranger to un- 
dertake, who had then byt a fmalfl acquaintance with the Eng- 
Vor, 1. Rr lith 
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lifh tongue. But that impediment was removed in a fhorter 
time than was expected, by the affiftance of a humane, fober gen- 
tleman, whofe profeflion was ta:teach the languages, and inftrué& 
his pupils in the religion of his country. He took much pains 
in teaching me both ;: and furnifhed. me with fuckebooks as were 
neceflary, particularly that which they call the Bible, which is to 
the Chiriftians what the Alcoran is tothe Mahometans. This is 
their perfect vule,of faith, aTyponyes a full deelafation of the 
will of Godj with a full account of future réwards~and punifh- 
ments for the good and evil. 

As I read thefe facred: pages with. an unprejudiced mind, and 
a defire of information; I foon found how miftaken I had- been 
concerning the terms. of man’s acceptance with God, and of his 
final falvation ;. namely, that it is hot by works-of righteoufnefs 
which we had. done, but according to his mercy he faved us by 
the wafhing of regeneration, andthe renewing of the Holy 
Ghoft ; and that by grace we are faved, through faith, and that, 
not of eurfelves, it (even faith) is the gift of God. I clearly’ 
faw, -aceotding to this beok ; that to him that could not work,. 
previous to his juftification, but believeth on Jefus Chrift, his 
righteouinefs, aye ee: by faith, is imputed to him for jufti- 
fication. Ffaw alfo both the nature and: extent of the moral 
law ;. the fall of man by the tranfgreffion of Adam, our general 
root and: reprefentative ; but.the firft covenant, being: broken,. 
man was utterly. unable. to obtain falvation thereby ; and that: 
Jefus Chrift, the fecond’ Adam, came into the world to be the 
Saviour and living head of all that believe.in him);. For them he 
fulfilled the law ; for them he fatisfied divine juftice ; and that 
the only way to eternal life, was by receiving. his. righteoufnels, 
which is imputed to all them that believe... | 

When. I began to underftand. fomething” of . the. differences: 
amongft the various profeflors.of .chriftianity, [found them all 
remote from-the tenor of feripture ;- that all within the circle of 
my acquaintance, feemed totally to. neglect thofe doétrines the 
holy feriptures made abfolutely neceffary to falvation, and warm- 
ly to contend for forms and.modes, and whatever the Bible was 
quite filent about, and laid no.frefs upon... But what I wonder- 
ed at moft of all, was, that ,thofe who are called Clergymen, and 
are by the laws of their country, feparated from the reft. of the 
people to teach the principles and practice of their, holy religion,, 
are, for the moft part, the greateft ftrangers to the eflence of the 

fpel.. As for their lives, they.are as vain, trifling, and irre- 
fioious as any others. ‘They frequent public theatres, balls and 
affemblies ; in fhort they are a,common reproach, and the very 
hindrance of others’ repentance; but ftill they call themfelves. 
the minifters of the gofpel, the Ambafladors of Jefus Chrift ; and 
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expec to be reverenced of all'men, for being the followers of 
his humility, his contempt of the world and purity of life. 

Upon the whole I could form no other judgment of the divin- 
ity of the gofpel from the deportment.of the bulk of its profeffor:, 
and efpecially of its teachers, than that it was a cunning fable, 
devifed only to aggrandize a fet of men that call themielves the 
Clergy. Their public exhortations faintly recommend a con- 
duct of life, fuch as they themfelves are moltly ftrangers to ; 
though it be no more than a little dry heathen morality. From 
all this I could fee them in no other light than the very enemies 
to the crofs of Chrift, the greatelt oppofers of true Chrillianity, 
and deceivers of the people ; 

Thus, my dear Hayton, inftead-of the real happinefs I promif- 
ed myfelf in the fociety of Chriftians, and the glorious privileges 
of their religion fo recommended -and adorned by that poor ex- 
tled flave, 1 met with very little elfe-here in this chriftian land 


(fo called) but infidelity and profanenefs ; which fore difap- 


pointment hardened my heart againft all religion whatever. 
What could I then conclude, but that the bible was.a cheat, and 
their religion a craft ? And I had well nigh refolved to loofe the 
reins of my paffion, and follow the multitude to do evil. 

But one Sabbath evening {and let me not forget that day !) as 
I was taking a folitary walk, mufing on thefe things, | -patled by 
a very cfowded aflembly of people. Led, as I thought by curi- 
ofity, I entered the place with no little contempt in my heart. 
But, O my dear Hayton, how fhall I defcribe the emotions I felt, 
whilft joy fat upon the countenances of ‘thofe about me. The 
folemnity of the place, and the awful behaviour of the aflembly 
was fuch asI had never feen before; and what ftruck me with 
wonder and deep attention, one fpirit feemed to animate the 
whole body ; and what one man offered up in prayer, the reft 
made joint requeft to God for. , 

O what I felt when I heard the King of Kings addrefled in 
thefe words! “ Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, O thou moft 
mighty, and in thy majefty ride profperoufly upon the word of 
truth, meeknefs and righteoufnefs ; ‘-hine arrows are very fharp 
-in the heart of the King’s enemies.” I trembled ; and though 
I doubted if I had not better fly away, I could not, I dared not 
leave the awful place. Prayer being ended, from the facred 
oracles, the man of God read thefe words, “ Except a man be 
born again, he cannot fee the Kingdom of God.” He-fhewed 
both the holinefs of that God with whom we have to do; the 
great defign of redemption by Chrift ; the depravity of our fouls, 
and the nature of that happinefs which is fet before us ; the abfo- 
lute neceffity of being born again, in order to obtain a prefent 
pardon, and perfevere to future falvation. He not only proved 
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. the neceflity of regeneration from thefe,and many other fubftantial 
arguments, but there was fomething like a judgment feat fetup 
m my own ¢onfcience.. “lL was by fome power, more than hu- 
man, indi¢ted, arraigned, proved guilty, and condemned. ‘Ihe 
finful actions‘of my life were now laid open before me : I was 
compelled to affent to what I never knew before, namely, that 
ali my finful a@tions prdceeded from a corrupt fountain, a nature 
univerfally depraved and polluted. Each fentence he fpake came 
with authority and conviétion to my heatt, efpecially fuch as 
thefe : “ Every mouth muft be ftopped, and all the world (even 
they that have not the written law) become guilty before God. 
No man can redeem his brother, nor give unto God a ranfom 
tor him. He that believeth on Jefus Chrift fhall be faved ; and 
he that believeth not fhall be damned.” Now it was that my 
heart failed within me !. I groaned in fpirit ! I cried, lam un- 
done ! My fins are gone over my head. ‘The remembrance of 
them is grievous, and the burden of them is intolerable. 

When all was ended, I ftrove with all my might to conceal the 
eonfufion of my mind from thofe happier fouls I was furrounded 
with, but fome of them perceived my concern ; and one faid to 
me, with tearsin his eyes, **The Saviour offinners have mercy 
on thee and reveal himfelf to thy foul !”? But oh, my load was 
great, I returned with a heavy heart. 

When I entered my clofet, I threw myfelf proftrate on the 
ground, and- attempted to pray ; but it was long before I could 
{peak a word. 

After fome time I rofe from the ground, but in great diftrac- 
tion of mind. Sometimes-I had thoughts of geing in fearch of 
the preacher, in hopes of finding relief from him; but this feem- 
ed impracticable, it being now late in the evening ; and befides | 
knew not.where to feek him ; Then I condemned myfelf for not 
inquiring where he lived, and looked upen this negleé& as a bad 
omen. Itnow darted intomy mind, whether or no the minifler 
J heard was really a man of like paflions with others, or an angel 
fent from God. 

Inthe multitude of my thoughts within me, I eaft my eyes 
upon my quite negleéted bible, which I had before carelefsly 
thrown afide, finding it fo little regarded by thofe called Chrift- 
ians.. I read, and pondered, and read on, butalas! every line 
jeemed to militate againft me ; and inftead*of miniftering relief, 
to increafeé my torment. I clofed the book, and paufed, then 
opened it again, and found thefe words, “ ‘The forrows of death 
compafled me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me; I found 
trouble and forrow. Then called ] upon the name of the Lord ; 

“Lord, I befeech thee, deliver my fovl.”” This feripture, for a 
~t, conveyed fome light and comfort to me in my diftrefs, 
I faw 
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I faw my cafe was not as I {uppofed, peculiar tomyfelf. I frid, 
furcly this mam has been in like trouble of foul, and has felt the 
pains of hell too; and yet the Lord gracioufly delivered him 


out of all. 
[To be continued.) 
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ON THE NEW YEAR, 1804. 


Clerus. GREEABLY to intimation, at the lafl confer- 

ence,* our prefent fubjedi is Z4e Neww Year. 

Lucinda. No fabjeé&t, Sir, can be more pertinent or uteful ; 
for mortals are pafling away like the rapid years we experience, 
which come and go in the moft imperceptible manner. 

Eufehia.. 1 am glad the fubjeé is introduced, becaufe it di- 
rectly urges us to meafure our days, and apply our hearts to 
wiidom. 

Amelia. We cordially approve the topic ; and it is hoped we 
fhall attend to it with correfpondent reflections. For why {hall 
we forget God, becaufe he always remembers us! His mercies 
are conttant. 

Clerus.. It affords me the higheft pleafure and encouragement 
to find that the fubjecét meets your united approbation. Let us 
then induige the moit unreferved freedom in our reflections and 
remarks. 

Leonora. We hope, Sir, you will guide our youthful minds ; 
for though the fubject is practical it requires information and ex- 
perience to handle it with advantage. 

Clerus. We thallnone of us, it is prefumed, be averfe from 
freedom ; for without it, the advantage of the conference is loft. 

The firt obje& of reflection at the introduction of the New 
Year is the fhortnefs of time. Alas! is another year gone! 
How imperceptibly does life glide away ! Short was the life of 
man, compared with his future deftination, even when he lived 
nearly a thoufand years. It was then but a mere point. What 
then is it sow ? To imprefs our inattentive minds, therefore, 
with the rapidity and fhortnefs of human life, infpiration com- 
pares it with the hafte of a poft, the fwiftnefs of an eagle, the 
fudden departure of the morning vapour, with the fcanty recol- 
le&tion of a dream, with a hand’s breadth and other objects of the 
moft fleeting and tranfitory nature. While the heavens and the 

earth 


* The conference here alluded to came too late for the aft number, and is 
omitted unti] our next, to make room for the following on the New Year. 
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earth continue uniformly the fame, numerous generations of men 
have fuccetlively entered and left the {tage of human life. The 
Fathers where are they ? andthe prophets do they live for ever ? 
Where are the powerful kings and nations that lately filled the 
world with fame? and what will foon be the fate of eight hun- 
dred millions of men now. on the earth ? In fhort, man is not only 
born to die, but he feems to be born in the arms of death. Such 
is the conflitution of man that we begin to die’ when we begin 
to live. ‘ Hecometh up like a flower and is cut down.” 

Theophilus. J have often been deeply impreifed with the re- 
flections of Job on this fubject. ** My days, fays,he, are f{wifter 
than a weaver’s thuttle. ‘The eye of him that hath feen me {hall 
jee me no more. ‘Thime eyes are upon me and I am not.? 
Surely he confidered death as ftanding at the door of life; or 
rather he confidered life as the opening grave. 

Lugenius. That life is thort we need not attempt to prove 
The dying teftimony of millionsis decifive, but is not life as pre- 
carious as itis fhort ? Who knows that he fhall continue another 
year, or even another hour ? Alas, when we go out, we know 
not that we fhall return : When we clofe our eyes to fleep we 
know not that we fhall awake till roufed by the trump of God, 
at the final confummation. | 

Leonora. Yhave often contemplated the precarious and un- 
certain tenure of life ; and before I had liberty to confider my- 
felf the fubje& of grace, my fleep was frequently but ‘a difmal 
dream about deftruction. .[ was afraid to fleep and to wake ; 
afraid to die and even to live a fingle moment. O how danger- 
ous to be conflantly held by the injured and angry Jehovah over 
the flaming pit ! It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not con- 
fumed. -We deferve nothing but deftruction ; and who fhall not 
adore his patience ? 

Chrus. Uf life, therefore, is but a little pivot, or brittle thread 
on which depends the eternal ftate of man, how interefting to 
improve it! Shall we redeem it? Or, like the fimple pilgrim, 
who waited on the margin of the ftream for all the water to pafs 
by, that he might travel dry fhod ; fhall we fpend our hafty days 
in the moft criminal indolence ? Were we able to arreft the arm 
of death at pleafure, or to tufn up the glafs of life, the folly and 
wickednefs of delays would not appear fo egregious. But, as it 
is appointed unto all men once to die, fo death will make no de- 
lay, nor fuffer any one to pafs beyond his limits. The king and 
peafant, the parent and child, muft yield to the fummons ; for 
there is no difcharge in that war, nor a moment’s refpite after 
the appointed end of probation. 

Lucinda. Since human life is fo fhort and precarious ; fince 


we have trifled away fo great a portion of it, and have the moft 
interefting 
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interefting bufinefs to effect, pleafe to inform us how we cai? re- 
deem it. 313 

Clerus.. To redeem time, ftriétly fpeaking, is impoflible ; for 
nota moment of paft time canbe recalled. The days and-years 
which are paft will never return. To. realize, therefore, the 
value of prefent time, by faithfully improving it, in confequence 
of reflecting on what we have loft, is the only method to redeenr 
Ht 

Theophilus. Uf Titus, the Pagan General, at the ciofe of the 


day during which he had performed no fignal exploit, was im- 


pelled to fay, “ Alas, I have lolta day ;”? how ought chriitians 


to feel who have loft fo many years ! 

Cleruse We ought to blufh, to feel humble and penttent’; 
aiid to double our diligence : for we have much to do ina lit- 
tletime. Who of us has not reafon to be afhamed of paltnegle&, 
and to make all poffible exertions for the future ? 

Leoncra. {have often wifhed to repeat my life fromthe cra- 
dle to the prefent time, for the fake of mending it. 

Theodore. Welittle think what we fay, while talking in this 
manner.. Tor thefame perfon would lead the fame life, without 
varvation, — i vory 

Leonora. You mifapprehend: me, Theodore, I don’t: willr to 
repeat my eighteen years of -vanity and diffipation ; but with, if 
pofiible, to obliterate the'folly and guilt of childhood-and youth. 

Lacinda: "That indeed, Leonora, you with, like other good 
virls, that yon had been the fubje& of piety from your infancy ; 
but you cannot defire to reverie the courfe of things and return te 
the cradle. | nee 

Leonora. No: I with to bewail and'repent my gracelefsdays, 
fince I cannot deface my euilt; and for the future to live ‘like 
devout chriftiam'”' 

Clerus. The'moft fhining chriftians will dono-more ; and-no 
one is at liberty to dolefs. God has fafely condu&tedus through 
the varying fcenes of life, to the commencement of another year, 
that ‘we may honor him with the advantages he confers. 

Leonora. We feel the weight of your obfervation’ relative to 
the redemption of time : but how fhall we redeém it? 

~Clerus. Yowatk a queftion, Leonora, which cannot ‘be an- 
fwered. We can defcribe duty;-and-urge it upom you ; but we 
cannot tell you sow to perform/it any more than we can tell you 
how to be hungry or thirfty while deftitute of inelination and ap- 
petite. The manner of duty is the experimental fecret which 
pertains to ¢ho/e only who love to do their duty. Tafte then and 
fee that the Lord is gracious, and you will know 4éw to redeem 
your time and 4ow to perform every other duty. | The manner 
of duty is learned by the perforrnance of duty. Experience is 
the beft teacher. 
Leonora. 
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Leonora. TU underltahd you, Sir; and if I’ were not more or 
lefs inclined to plead unwillingnefs for an excufe, the queftion 
would not have been afked.~ For it is maniféft that we have 
reafon and bodily ftrength to do all:that God requires. 

Theophilus. Yes, “ the. willing mind is accepted according to 
what aman hath, and not according to what ‘he hath not.’ 
Nothing is wanting: but dutiful defires to improve all the bleflings 
of the new year. If we love God we {hall keep his commands, 
and they will not be grievous, but delightful. Chrift’s ue will 
be eafy and his burden light and pleafant. 

Leonora. — Pout though the mode of the mind’s operations can- 
not be defcribed, is it not poflible to give us a few rules to direct 
our conduct ? 

Clerus. Yes, Leonora, it can eafily be done, and I thank you 
tor the feafonabie fuggeftion. For unlefs our lives are wilely 
regulated, we imperceptibly lofe our precious hours. 

Leonoray- Wewillthen thank you, Sir, to furnifh a few necef- 
fary rules. 

Clerus. 1. To redeem time we mult frequently contemplate 
the mercy of God in granting us a probationary-ftate. _ Nothing 
but the mere grace of God prevents our immediate ruin ; for we 


as really defer've his wrath as the reprobated {j ain ” The-fubject 


of os grace tends to excite a¢tion. 

To redeem time we mutt contemplate the price of it. Nei- 
sional with filverand gold, nor the merit of all creation was the 
term, of probation fecured for guilty men; but by the blood of 


Chri. Thefacrifice which Chrift made is ineftimably precious ; ° 


und while we confider it in a moral view, and not in the light of 
pecuniary fatisfaction, like the Antinomians, who love Chrift on 
felfilh) principles, Jet it elevate our fouls to adore God for the 
harmony of his juftice and mercy in redemption, Who by 
fearching can find out God! For as the damnation of the im- 
penitent does’ not tarnifh his mercy ; fo the falvation of the peni- 
tent does not,tarnith his juftice. In the face of Chrilt juftice and 
mercy harmonize in the moft glorious manner. God is. as mer- 


ciful as his Son, and Chrift is as jut as his Father ; for they are one, 


though perfonally difting. 

3. ‘Lo redeem time we. anit, ileh aafwergble exertions, fe- 
member; that the weight of eternal bleffednets depends upon 
faithfully. improvi an And what, alas, have we to expect but 

we 


endlefs diftruttion mifimprove it ? He who lofes time, lofes. 
~ ' 


. Lo redeem time we mult daily reflect on the wifdom of the : 


ae few who have improved it : and on the folly of the wretch- 
od multitude who have. mifimproy ed it. God has given us the 
. hiftory 
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hiftory of preceding generations to imprefs our minds with the 
importance of being féafonably prepared for eternity. . | 

5. To redeem time, we mult choofe good company and avoid 
wicked company. For we have no reafon to expect fpiritual 
advantage from Chrift’s enemies. If we love the company and 
employment of thofe who have no communion with Chrilt, we 
have reafon to fear the lofs of time, and the lofs of our fouls. 
How can two walk together except they be agreed ? And who 
can redeem his time while he loves the company of triflers ? 

6. To redeem time, we mutt love the Bible, the clofet, the 
Sabbath and the ordinances of God’s houfe. Thefe will pref- 
ently infarm the aflembled univerfe, whether we carefully im- 
prove our fleeting moments. [or all good men love reading, 
meditation, praver and all the ordinances of the fanctuary and 
the fabbath. 

7. In one word, to redeem time we mult be diligent to per- 
form the duty of every day within the limits of the day. There 


_ are duties appropriate to every day. As the attentive trader 


does not pottpone the entry which ought to be made this moment 
to fome future hour; fo the diligent chriftian keeps pace with 
time. As delay is the moft hoftile to duty, his faithful heart is 
hoftile to delay ; and he does not fleep without completing the 
regifter of the day, and ftriking a balance in the name of Chrift 
his furety. He makes his calculations every day for the final 
judgment when the fecrets of all hearts will be revealed. 

Leonora. You have my cordial thanks, Sir, for thefe timely 
hints, and I hope they will prove the means of a well regulated 
life. ‘Thofe who are deftitute of the rules of living, are deltitute 
of time. The habit of confcientious regularity is the precious 
difcriminating habit of chriftians. 

Clerus. It furely is: and irregular chriftianity is the greateft 
of folecifms. The chriftrian is a man of regularity, whofe bufi- 
nefs is fo nicely arranged, that he has fufficient time for the per- 
formance of every duty. His diet, his hours of fleep and exer- 
cife, and all other concerns are under the control of wifdom and 
difcretion ; for he lives to do good to others, to honor God, and 
enjoy him forever. He is like the rifing light that fhines bright- 
er and brighter to the perfect day. 

Sophia. lam pleafed with the ferious reflections which have 
been made ; they are pertinent and ufeful ; but if confiftent to 
grant it, I defire liberty for the fake of information to deviate a 
little from the prefent train of thought. 

Clerus. You have full liberty to give the converfation any 
direétion which comports with the original defign. 

Sophia. While at church yefterday, attending to the New 
Year’s fermon, where I faw many feacs vacated by death, in the 
han of twelve months, I was led toinquire why death is the lot 
of man ? 


Vor. I. ” Ss Theodore. 
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Theodore. Is it not appointed unto all men once to die ? 

Sophia. Yes, my brother, but what reafons can be afligned for 
the appointment ? 

Clerus. 1. Itis the lot of man to die becaufe he is a finner 
and deferves death. 

2. It is the lot of man to die, becaufe God choofes to exprefs 
his difapprobation’ of fin by death, in the moft public manner. 
Temporal death is an emblem of the wages of fin, which is eter- 
nal death. 

3: Death is the lot of man, becaufe, confidering the difpenfa- 
tion of grace, finners need the plain inftruéction which it affords. 
What finner does not need to be frequently and deeply impreffed 
with the evil nature of fin; the great danger of fin; the in- 
eftimable value of time ; and the vanity of the world ? In thefe 
and other refpeéts, death is an able teacher. 

4. Death is the lot of man, becaufe it gives Gad’s children the 
beft opportunity to exprefs their faith in the veracity of his prom- 
fe of futurity. O what a privilege for God’s children to bear 
teftimony to his faithfulnefs by dying ! “* For me to live is Chrift ;: 
but to die great gain ;” is a heavenly teftimony. What good 
man is not willing to die for the fake of making it! O death 
where is thy fting !’O grave where is thy victory !: Surely it isa 
privilege to die. 

5. Death is the lot of man, confidering the extenfive defign 
of Providence, becaufe man needs the room of man. Neither 
Adam’s houfe, nor Adam’s world is large enough for all his 
family at once. Like the pafling current in the channel, fo the 
generations of men are conftantly going and coming. God in- 
tends that the gofpel fhall be offered to more generations than 
the world can contain at any one time. Death is therefore his 
officer to remove old-tenants for the introduction of new ones. 

In fhort, there would be no fuch thing as living in the world,. 
if we may fo fpeak, were it not for death. What a world, if all 
men were exempt from death! 

Sophia. Iam pleafed with many of your remarks : but is death 
a good thing ? 

Clerus. Judge for yourfelves. Death is an evil in itfelf; but 
it is manifeftly beneficial in its connections and final confequences. 
God will have nothing in his fyftem which does not anfwer a 
good end. 

. Delia. 'The obfervations which have been made, in confe- 
quence of Sophia’s freedom, emboldens me to digrefs in a fimilar 
manner, 

Clerus. If your queftion correfpond with Sophia’s we fhall 
not confider it a digreffion ; for we wifh to contemplate thofe 
objects which are congenial with our fubject. ol 
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Delia. Let me then afk, why it is the lot of man to ftand be- 
‘fore the judgment feat ? 

Clerus. We have no objections to the queftion ; but rather 
approve of it. 

1. Then ; We mutt all appear before the judgment feat to 
‘know ourfelves. Men are ftrangely ignorant of themfelves. 
They know but little of their own hearts. The -moft of our fins 
we never noticed; and many which were noticed at the time of 
commiflion are now forgotten. Who knows his own chara¢ter ? 
Alas, the heart is deceitful above all things ! Who can know it ? 
* I the Lord fearch the heart.”? But when will God difplay the 
heart of man to himfelf ? At the Great Day. Then the fecrets 
of man’s heart will be revealed ; and he will fee himfelf clearly. 

2. We mutt attend the folemnities of the final judgment to 
_afcertain the character of each other. As we know but little of 
_ourfelves, fo we know but a little of each other. Many, we have 
reafon to fear, now pafs for chriftians who are not worthy of the 
mame; and fome, it is probable, are ftyled finncrs who are 
chriftians. We cannot accurately difcriminnte; but the day of 
judgment will fully reveal the hearts and charaéters of men to 
each other. Then'we fhall know each other’s motives. 

3- We mutt attend the folemnities of the final judgment to 
.aftertain more fully the character of God. It is God’s manifeft 
defign to difplay his perfegtions at the confummation in the moft 
ample manner. Then every eye fhall fee him: then alfo, every 
mouth will be ftopped, and all the world-will-become guilty be- 
fore God. 

In one word; all men:muft ftand -before the bar of God to be- 
hold his glory ; for God will make the greateft manifeftation of 
his perfections, when the minds and hearts of both friends and 
enemies will be prepared to receive the deepeft imprefiion. 

Amelia. 'Thefe things are doubtlefs according to truth. How 
interefting then to deferve life for the honor of God ? Can we any 
of us defire another year to be {pent in felf-gratification ? God 
forbid. My dear young friends, let the fhortnefs of life ; let the 
uncertainty of life ; let the precioufnefs of life; the ineftimable 
advantages of redeeming time ; and the ineftimable difadvantages 
of lofing it, excite us at once to enter on the-new year like chrift- 
‘Jans. 

Clerus. Your advice, Amelia, is approved. For we were 
made to be the Lord’s both in life and death, in time and eterni- 
ty. Now isthe accepted time ; but before the clofe of the year 
fome of us will probably be numbered with the dead. 


[To be continued. | 
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EXTRACT FROM THE BRITISH SPY. 








OU complain, my dear S*******, that although 

I have been refident in Richmond upwards of fix 
months, you have heard nothing of me fince my arrival. The 
truth is, that.I have fufpended writing until a more intimate ac- 
quaintance with the people and their country, fhould furnifh me 
with materials for a correfpondence. Having now collected thofe 
materials, the apology ceafes, and the correfpondence begins. 
But firft a word of myfelf. 

I ftill continue. to wear the mafk, and moft willingly exchange 
the attentions which would be paid to my rank, for the fuperior 
and exquifite pleafure of infpeéting this country and this people, 
without attracting to myfelf a fingle eye of curiofity, or awaken- 
ing a fhade of fufpicion. Under my aflumed name, I gain an 
admittance, clofe enough to trace at leifure, every line of the 
American chara¢ter ; while the plainnefs, or rather humility of 
my appearance, my manners and converfation, puts no one on his 
guard, but enables me to take a portrait of nature, as it were, 
afleep and naked. Befides, there is fomething of innocent roguery 
in the mafquerade which I am playing, that fuits very well with 
the fportivenefs of my temper. To fitand decoy the human heart 
from behind all its difguifes ; to watch the capricious evolutions 
of unreftrained nature, frifking, curvetting and gambo!ling at her 
eafe, with the curtain of ceremony drawn up tothe very fky ; % 
it is delightful ! 

You are perhaps furprifed at my {peaking of the attentions 
which would be paid, in this country, tomy rank. You will fup- 
pofe then I have forgotten where I am ; no fuch thing. I re- 
member well enough that Iam in Virginia : that {tate which, of 
al} the reft, plumes herfelf moft highly on the democratic {pirit 
of her principles. Her political principles are, indeed, demo- 
cratic enough in all confcience. Rights and privileges, as regu- 
Jated by the conftitution of the ftate, belong in an equal degree to 
all the citizens ; and Peter Pindar’s remark is perfectly true of 
the people of this country, that “ every blackguard {coundrel is a 
king.”” Neverthelefs, there exifts in Virginia a fpecies of local 
rank, from which no country can, I prefume, be entirely free. I 
mean that kind of rank which arifes from the different degrees of 
wealth and of intelleftual refinement. Thefe muf introduce a 
ftyle of living and converfation, the former of which a poor man 


_cannot attain, while an ignorant one would be incapable of en- 


joying the latter. It feems to me, that from thefe caufes, wher- 
ae ever 
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ever they may exift, circles of fociety, flrongly difcriminated, 
mutt inevitably refult. And one of thefe cautes exifts in full 
force in Virginia, for, however they may vaunt of equal liberty 
in church and ftate, they have but little to boaft on the fubject of 
equal property. Indeed there is no country, | believe, where 
. property is more unequaily diftributed than in Virginia. ‘This 
inequality ftruck me with peculiar force, in riding through the 
lower countries on the Potowmack. Here and there a itately 
ariftocratic palace, with all its appurtenances, {trikes the view ; 
While all around for many miles, no other buildings are to be 
feen, but the little fmoky huts and log cabins of poor, laborious, 
ignorant tenants. And what is very ridiculous, thele tenants, 
while they approach the great houfe, cap in hand, with all the 
fearful, trembling fubmiffion of the lowelt, feudal vaflals, boaft, 
to their court houfe yards, with obftreperous exultation, they 
live in a land of freemen, a land of equal liberty and equal riglits. 
Whether this debaling fenfe of inferiority which 1 have mention- 
ed, is buta remnant of the colonial charaéter, or whether it be 
that itis natural for poverty and impotence to look up with ven- 
eration to wealth and property and rank, I cannot decide. For 
my own part, however, I have afcribed it to the latter caufe ; and 
I have been in a degree confirmed in the opinion, by obferving tlie 
attentions which were paid, by the molt genteel people here, to 
the fon of Lord . You know the circum- 
ftances in which his lordfhip left Virginia ; that fo far from be- 
ing popular, he carried with him the deepeft execrations of thefe 
people. Even now his name is feldom mentioned here, but in 

nnection with terms of abhorrence or contempt. Aware of this, 

d believing it impoflible that was indebted to his father 
for all the parade of refpeé&t which was fhewn to him, | fought 
in his own perfonal accomplifhments a folution of the phenome- 
na. But I fought in vain. Without one folitary ray of native 
genius, without one adventitious beam of {cience, without any of 
thofe traits of foft benevolence which are fo univerfally captivat- 
ing, I found his mind dark and benighted, his manners boid, for- 
ward and affuming, and his whole character evidently imflated 
with the confideration that he was the fon of a lord. His de- 
portment was fo evidently dictated by this confideration, and he 
regarded the Virginians fo palpably m the humiliating light of 
interior plebeians, that I have often wondered how fuch a man, 
and the fon too of fo unpopular a father, efcaped from this coun- 
try without perfonal injury, or at leaft perfonal infult. I am 
now perfuaded that this impunity and the great reipect which 
was paid to him refulted folely from his noble defcent, and was 
nothing more than the tribute which man pays either to imagin- 
ary or real fuperiority. | 
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On this occafion, I ftated my furprife to a young Virginian, 
who happened to be one of the democratic party. He, how- 
ever, did not choofe to admit the ftatement; but afferted that 
whatever refpect had been fhewn to proceeded folely 
from the federalifts: and that it was an unguarded ebulition of 
their private attachment to monarchy and its appendages. I then 
{tated the fubject to a very fenfible gentleman, whom I knew to 
belong to the federal phalanx. Not willing to degrade his party, 
by admitting that they would proftrate themfelves before the 
empty fhadow of nobility, he alleged that nothing had been 
manifefted towards young beyond the hofpitality which 
was due to a genteel flranger ; and that if there had been any 
thing of parade on his account, it was attributable only to the 
ladies, who had merely exercifed their wonted privilege of co- 
queting with a fine young fellow. But notwithftanding all this, 
it was eafy to difcern, in the look, the voice and whole manner 
with which gentlemen as well as ladies of both parties faluted 
and accolted youn , afacred fpirit of refpeétful diffi- 
dence, a {pecies of filent reverential abafement which could not 
have been excited by his perfonal qualities, and muft have been 
homage to his rank. Judge then whether I have not juft reafon 
to apprehend, that on the annunciation of my real name, the cur- 
tain of ceremony would fall, and nature would ceafe to play her 
pranks before me. . 

Richmond is built, as you will remember, on the north fide of 
James River, and at the head of the tide water. There is a manu- 
{cript in this ftate, which relates a curious anecdote concerning 
the origin of this town. ‘The land hereabout was owned by Col. 
William Bird. This gentleman, with the former proprietor of 
the town at the head of tide water on Appomatiox river, was 
appointed, it feems, to run the line between Virginia and North 
Carolina. The operation was a molt tremendous one ; for, ‘in 
the execution of it, they had to penetrate and pafs quite through 
the great difmal fwamp. It would be almoft impoflible to give 
you a jult conception of the horrors of this enterprife. Imagine 
to yourfelf an immenfe morafs, thirty or forty miles in diameter : 
its foila black deep mire, covered with a ftupendous foreft of 
juniper and cyprefs trees, whofe luxuriant branches; interwoven 
throughout, intercept the beams of the fun and teach day to 
_ counterfeit the night. The foreft, which, until that time, per- 
haps the human foot had never violated, had become the fecure 
retreat of ten thoufand beafts of prey. The adventurers, there- 
fore, befide the almoft endlefs labour of falling trees, in a proper 
direction to form a footway throughout, moved, amid perpetual 
terrors, and each night had to fleep en militaire upon their arms, 
furrounded with the deafening found chilling yell of thofe mongne 
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fmitten lords of the defert. It was one night as they lay in the 
midit of feenes like thofe, that Hope, that never failing friend of 
man, paid them a confoling vifit, and fketched in brilliant prof- 
pect the plains of Richmond and Peterfburg. 

Richmond-occupies a very picturefque ard moft beautiful fitu- 
ation. I have never met with fuch an aflemblage of ftriking and 
interefting objects. The town, difperfed over hills of various 
fhades ; the river, defcending from weft tovealt, and obftruced 
by a multitude of {mall iflands, clumps of. trees and wmyriads of 
rocks, among which it rumbles, foams and roars, confifting of 
what are called the falls; the fame river at the lower end of the 
town, bending at right angles to the fouth, and winding reluét- 
antly off for many miles in that direction, its polifhed furface 
caught here and there by the eye, but more generally covered 
from the view by trees, among which the white fails of approach- 
ing and departing veflels exhibit a curious and interefting ap- 
pearance ; Then again on the oppofite fide, the little town of 
Manchefter, built on a hill which floping gently to the river, 
opens the whole town to the view, interfperfed as it is with vigor- 
ous and flourifhing poplars, and furrounded toa great diftance 
by green plains and ftately woods ; all thefe objects falling at 
once under the eye, conftitute by far the moft finely varied and 
moft animated landfcape that I have ever feen. A mountain, 
like the blue ridge, in the weftern horizon, and the rich tint with 
' which the hand of a Pennfylvania farmer would paint the adja- 
cent fields, would make the moft enchanting fpot that ever Da- 
mafcus is defcribed to be. I will endeavourto procure for you a 
perfpective view of Richmond with the embellifhment of fancy 
which I have juft mentioned, and you will do me the honor to 
give it a place in your pavillion. 

Adieu for the prefent, my dear S*******__May the perpet-« 
ual {miles of Heaven be yours. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


HEN we confider the great and important Ree 
of the gofpe] miniftry, that it is defigned to effec 
a reconciliation between the offended Sovereign of the univerfe, 
and his offending creature man, it is a matter of great import- 
ance that he who undertakes the miflion, fhould have juft views of 
the parties at variance, and of the medium of reconciliation. As 
there 
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there are fome clothed with that facred authority, who have not 
thofe claims to be received as God’s ambafladors that could be 
wifhed, have we not reafon to conclude that, in many inftances, 
there is not that faithful and ferupulous inquiry into their quali- 
fications by thofe whofe bufinefs it is to inveft them with facred 
functions, which we fhould deem neceflary our Prefident fhould 
make into the qualifications of a perfon to negociate the affairs 
of itate ? From whatever caule it may arife, whether froma want 
of regard to the intereft of Chrift in fome, or that fear of man 
which bringeth a fnare in others, it mult be acknowledged that 
matters are not growing better, when we confider that thofe 
who are thus prematurely introduced into office are themfelves 
to fit in council to clothe others with the like authority. From 
thefe confiderations does it not appear neceffary there fhould be 
fome rule to guide minifters and chriftians in their conduct to- 
wards thofe who are invefted with the office of a teacher, befide 
the decifion of acouncil? And might it not therefore be ufeful 
fhould the following queftions be anfwered in your Magazine. 

1. Whether a minilter can, confiftently with that fidelity he 
owes, and that high refponfibility he is under, to the Great Head 
of the church, give the right hand of fellowfhip to another, by 
exchanging with him, and inviting him to preach, without fome 
perfonal acquaintance with him, and fatisfying evidence (apart 
from, and independently of the decifion of a council,*) that he 
is called of God, and friendly to the fundamental doGrines 
of the gofpel, and the power of religion ? 

2. Whether a minifter who exchanges with another ‘has not 
by that act, approve of the choice his people have made in choof- 
ing him, and confirm them in their favourable opinion of his 
preaching and fentiments, however deficient or exroneous they 
may be? 

An anfwer is requelted. 


* Are witty more bound to approve of what appears to us to be 
wrong, done by an ecclefiaftical council, than if done by the deiftical 
Thomas Paine and his adherents, although we may put that favourable 
and generous conftruction on their conduct, the circumftances of the cafe 
may admit ? 
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HE do@rine of the faint’s perfeverance in grace ; of 

his being finally happy, has long been con idered as 
a fcripture doctrine. This it is conceived has afforded comfort 
to numbers of God’s children, in every age. A correfpondent 
wifhes a brief, but clear explanation of thofe words in Hebrews 
x. 29. which in the opinion of fome, direétly militate with the 
doétrine abovementioned. GAMMA. 
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LETTER VUL 

tv DEAR jyuLtAy 
HE third objection is as eafily obviated as the 
others. It is faid, that the goodnefs of God is fo 
perfect, that it mult be difpofed to communicate without waiting 
to be atked ; and that prayer implicitly dentes this, which is there- 
fore difhonorary tohim. Foran illuitration of this idea we are 
referred to the imperfect goodnelfs of men, particularly of parents ; 
which, like that of Job, fearches out the caufe; which it knew not; 
is provident to fupply before hand, wants which are not yet felt, 
fondly anticipeting every need, and fuperceding entirely the necef- 
fity ofbeggings Hence it is inferred, that to admit the propriety 
of prayer, is to fuppole God a griadging kind of giver ; more re- 
lactant to communicate to his needy creatures, than parents are 
to their children, or even fome men to ftrangers. ‘This objection 
like the other, is founded in miftake ; both with refpect to the 
zoodnefs of God, and the nature of prayer. Properly contem- 
plated, the goodnefs of God is entirely of a preventing nature. 
Providently it anticipates every want ; it determines from eterni- 
ty, therefore antecedently to every act of prayer, ail thofe endlefs 
communications of geod which it makes to creatures. It deter- 
mines previoufly to prayer, to give the thing prayed for ; and be- 
fides gives the heart to pray. Prayer is a defirable exercife. It 
is a great blefling to have a heart to pray. Buttiis is given. 
The favour afked is given, as the fulfilmept of a defign previouf- 
ly formed. The perfon then who receives benefits in anfwer to 
prayer, is, in all refpects a debtor ; more fo than he who receives 
the fame favours without prayer. For the latter is deficient in 
the material advantage of having a praying heart. The fcrip- 
tures repeatedly defcribe the goodnefs of God as altogethgr of 
this preventing nature, “ Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world.” This prefcience is impoffible, 
but upon the ground of defign, Ofhim, and to him, and through 
him are all things. . ** Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights with whom there is 
no variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning.” Thefe gifts are 
Vou. I. Tt beftowed 
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beftowed in defign, anterior to prayer, not fubfequent to it. - 
«© Why calleR thou me good? There is none good but one, that 
is God.” God’s goodnefs is fo fuperior to that of the moft dif- 
interefted of men, that, in the comparifon, they deferve not the 
character of good men. ‘ Who is kind to the evil and to the 
unthankful, and fendeth rain on the unjuft. And it fhall come 
to pafs, before they call I will anfwer. I am found of them that 
fought me not. Herein is love; not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and fent his fon to'be the propitiation for our’ 
fins. We love him becaufe he firft loved us.”” Innumerable 


favours are beftowed by God unfought. Life and falvation are - 


io. Sinners never properly afk for falvation antecedently to be- 
irig the fubjects of it. Grate, as an'act of God, always precedes 
the defire of it as our a ~=Many’bleflings befides are beftowed 
in anfwér'to ‘prayer, but if the grace of a praying heart is his 
gift, the goodnefs exercifed in beftowing thefe bleflings, is no lefs 
pteventing, unextorted, and free, than it is in beftowing without 
prayer. ‘The only queftion then in this‘cafe really is, whether 
God has eltablifhed a wife conftitution, in-making the duty of 
prayer precede the communication of*certain favours. ‘The ob- 
jection does not prove, in-any dégree, the impropriety of this 
conftitution ; and fufficiertt reafons I'truft have been already 
fuggefted in my laft letter, to vindicate the wifdom of it. The 
other objection, that fuch reiterated and importunate begging as 
prayer, mult be vexatious and troublefonte to God rather than» 
pleating, is almoft too-frivolous to be-noticed- Juft as if the di- 
vine Being could be incommoded by the filial homage of benevo- 
lent creatures. Unbelievers, by talking in this way, would lead 
us to conceive of God, as a certain kind’ of voluptuous Jupiter, 


' who, like a Sultan in his feraglio, is too bufily engaged, or too 


fond_of indolent indulgence, to bear to be difturbed by a fuppli- 
catin® multitude. Their ideas are fo conftantly on the brink of 
Atherfm, me ey have fuch a friendfhip-for Paganifm, that one 
cannot bear them company long, without fancying himfelf on 
Mount Ida; or in the iffland of Cyprus, with the infamous gods 
of Grecian and Roman devotion. It is a foolifh employment to’ 
be always fetting up men of ftraw, and pulling them down 
ugain. One idea I will fuggeft to you, as we now happen to 
have fallen into company with your mien of reafon, that, unlefs 
we are downright atheilts, they muft admit the impoflibility of 
acting the part of benevolence, and fo if any real virtue without: 
implied prayer. How can I rationally wifh well to any of my 
fellow creatures, but in the fpirit of prayer? If they are made- 


“swell and happy there muft be fome caufe: of their weal and hap- 


pinefs. I cannot be that caufe. I may be a fecondary caufe, or 
an inftrumental agent, but not properly the-caufe. God alone 
' can 
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-ean be. Of him and to him, and through him are ail things.” 


Our ordinary falutations then, if we mean any thing by them, 
and to exprefs them on the principle of theifm, are of the nature 
of prayer, and every effort, which benevolence makes for the 
benefit of others, if made, without the mad temerity. of .atheifm, 


«mutt be in the fpirit of prayer. Hence we find, in fact, the re- 


ligious people of ancient and modern times, have generally ex- 
prefled their ordinary falutations very much in the language of 
rayer. | 
: You feel the importance of the fubjec&t before-us too. much to 
think me tedious, and will, I know, receive in the moft candid 
manner, the imperfect hints of your friend and brother. 
[To be continued. 


I ae - —— 


wr 




















For the Massacuuserrs Missionary MacAz_ne. 





— 


‘Tut WOLF INIMICAL to rue SHEEPFOLD; 


Or, Men always have an intereft in whai they undertake. 











i a farmer were to:fee a wolf breaking into his theep- 

fold, what would be his feelings, and what his exer- 
tions ? Such an event would awaken all his powers. He would 
firft feel a fentiment of care for his flock. Next he would re- 
folve to repulfe and deftroy the wolf. In offer to this his 
thoughts would rapidly fearch after the-moft.effeftual and prompt 
means. He would in the molt a¢tive manner arrange them, 
but with caution, left precipitancy-fhould fruftrate its own ob- 
ject. Theintereft hehas intthe-fafety of his property, would 
whet his powers of invention, fupply his heart with courage, and 
his arm with ftrength. 

What is the reafon of all this ? It is plainly the affection he 
feels toward this part of his property. He values, and there- 
fore would not lofe it. His oppofition is roufed againft the 
wolf, becaufe he fears from him a deftruction of what he holds 
dear. His attachment to his property, is the main fpring of his 
oppofition to the intruder, and excites him to hazard even his 
life for his fheep. Were it not for this attachment he would 
calmly fee the wolf devour them all. And were he care- 
lefs about his fheep, and ftrongly attached to the wolf as a 
valuable good, it would give him pleafure to fee him detour the 
fheep. Intereft governs all ; * Aye, all thofe, who make money 
their idol : but there are thofe, who are not governed by interett. 
How many donations are made to the miflionary fociety, with- 


-eut any regard to interelt.” : 


But, 
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But, if thefe benefactors have no intereft in the fuceefs of the 
defigns of this fociety, they are perfectly carelefs about that fuc- 
cefs. They therefore, make their donations to enable the fociety 
to obtain fomething, which they care nothing about, for if they 
defire to have it obtained, it is becaufle they value it, and if they 
value it, they feel an intereft in it ; and this apprehended interett 
is the active principle which influences them to give. Would 
they beftow their charity, if they believed the whole detign 
would prove abortive ? Surely not, unlefs it were done to ferve 
fome other intereft, fuch as a reputation for liberality, or of 
friendfhip to the gofpel. Who would give a cent tor that which 
he does not on any account value fo much as half a cent? But 
why fhould I ftop to prove what every one believes ? 

I fay then, that the man, who from truly gocd principles, 
gives any thing to promote a miflion, does it on the fame general 
priieipleyon which the farmer rifks his life, to kill the wolf. He 
fees the great enemy of fouls, like a roaring lion coming to de- 
vour poor fouls, led captive. He wifhes their deliverance, be- 
caufe that is more pleafing to him than their captivity and de- 
ftruction. He does precifely like the merchant. He exchanges 
his movey for that, or the pro/ped? of that, which he values more. 
He feels that the falvation of fouls, will afford him more pleaf- 
ure than he can expect to receive from any other application of 
his property. He fees a pearl of great price, and gives his trafh 
in exchange for it, or at leaft cafts this trafh on the water, in the 
hope of receiving it in another, and more valuable form hereaf- 
ter. Like merchant, he fets his property on float, in the 
hope of rich returns. But to return. 

How readily and feelingly do we fympathize with the farmer 
in his defigns on the wolf, and how little do we fympathize with this 
friend of God ? We fee, we feel, a good reafon for all the exer- 
tions of the farmer, but none, or a very few for thofe of the lat- 
ter. But why? Our reafon tells us that human lives are more 
important than thofe of fheep, and that the fouls of men are in- 
conceivably more important than their natural lives ? Why then 
are we not as much awakened by this thought as the other ? Our 
imagination hurries us away to the fheepfold. We feel all the 
danger the owner feels, and ere we are aware we lift an arm. 
But when we hear of our fellow men perifhing for lack of viften, 
we coldly think it our duty, but feel no difpofition to fly to lend 
an helping hand. What is the reafon of this ftriking difference 
in our feelings ? 

The anfwer is eafy. We do not love and value human fouls 
fo much as: we do the price of a few fheep. We put ourfelves im 
the place of the farmer, and regard the iheep as ovrown. We 
value them as he does, and therefore enter into his feelings. But 
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there is gothing in the cafe of the contributors to the Miffionary 
Society to overturn any principle in our natures. We can there» 
fore place ourlelves in his fteade’ They are giving away what we 
value more for what we valu@efs. ‘This is cold encourageiments 
‘Chere is in it nothing to™apimate fuch hearts as ours. But lez 
us once take an high interelt in the faove/s of the go/pel, and value 
that fuceefs more than we do our property ; Then thail we enter 
into the feelings of the benevolent donor, and hike him exert eur- 
felves. 

Such are we, but fuch was noteur Lord. He faw the forlora 

fate of man, in the paw of uic hion, and {prang even inte his jaws, 
to fave the devoted victim. But why did he thus ? Ke loved the 
falvation of man, and its influence on the glory of ins Father 
nore than he did his own life. And therefore exchanged lite 
sor their falvation, juft as the merchant parts with his money to 
double his enjoyment. ‘This was the hope tet before him, for 
which he defpifed the fhame and endured the crofs. 

But if our Lord and mafter laid down his life to obtain what 
he loved better, what right have we to call ourfelves chrif/iens, 
while we remain carelets {fpeétators of the ruin of fouls by fatan. 

How difficult is it to become a chiiftian indeed ! | can give 
money tothe Miffionary Society to fecure the applaule of men, 
ot even in exchange for the favour and protection ef God. 
How pleafing the thought of having an almighty friend! But 
why ? Becaufe he can give me all my heart’s defire ? But will he 
do fo? Yes, if all my defire is that his kingdom may come, ang 
his will be done. If the great object of my affection iy the prof- 
perity of the Redeemer’s caufe. Here I find the neceflity of a 
new heart. An heart panting for the profperity of Zion ; an 
heart prepared to rejoice in that profperity more than in all other 
objets 5 more than the men of the world rejoice when their corn 
and wine increafe. ‘To feel the operations of fuch an heart, 
where it is not, is indeed impoffible. 

If we valued the diffufion of divine light, and the falvation of 
our fellow men, as we do temporal things, how earneftly fhould 
we endeavour to promote them ? To obtain the periihing wealth 
of this world we lic awake on our bed, to contrive fchemes, and 
fit up late and rife early, and eat the bread of carefulnefs to ac- 
complifh them. If we loved the falvation of men as much, we 
fhould be equally attentive to it ; think as much of it; be as fo- 
licitous about it, and be as much engaged in it. 

This is a mirror in which we may fee and know ourfelves, and 
difcover whether we are in the faith. Only place this objec 
fairly in view, and in contraft with our deareft earthly interefts, 
and our hearts will /éc/ out their own place and éaée it, and tell us 
ox what they are fupremely fet. But let us not deceive curiae. 
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BA We may feel it to be important that we fhould exert ourfelves in 
; this caufe ; not becaufe if fuccefsful, our fouls would reft in it as 
i an inerhauflible fource of pure delight, but becaufe the omiffion 
i may deprive us of the divine favour. Ifthe latter be our motive, 
this profperity would give us no pleafure fhould it be. obtained ; 
| nor can fych mercenary views be acceptable to God. In this 
cafe, all Our labour and pains will be entirely loft, to ourfelves. 
But if we can look to the profperity and bleffednefs of Chrift’s 
kingdom, and to the bletlednefs of God arifing from his own 
ai ‘benevolent purpofes carried into effect, then fhall we be com- 
| pletely happy when, hereafter, we fhall fee the whole family of 

the holy made infinitely happy, and the Lord God rejoicing 

over them as a bridegroom rejoiceth over his bride. 
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MBSERVATIONS ON THE TRUE SPIRIT 
-OF PRAYER. 
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‘TE HE following excellent obfervations were fent by 
an eminent divine to a friend, in anfwer to the fol- 
lowing Queffion, “ What are the diftinguifhing properties of a 
_ abrue [pirit of prayer?” Anfwer. 'To mention and enlarge upon 
every diltinguifhing property of a true /pirit of prayer, will not 
now be attempted, and [ truft-will not be expected. This would 
“be in effect to give the diftinguifhing marks of true religion, 
‘which is largely and excellently done by Mr. Edwards, in his 
ook upon Religious Affections. ‘They who carefully read and 
vander{tand that book, cannot I think, be much at a lofs with re- 
{pect to the queftion before us. 
However, I will take leave to fuggeft the following hints, 
which I hope will appear to be agreeable to truth, and may, per- 
Ahaps, be not altogether unufeful. 
ft. A true fpirit of prayer is the holy fpirit of God, dwelling 
in and influencing the hearts of God’s children, Rom. viii. 26 ; fo 
it is a fpirit of love and a found mind. Love to God and man, 
in this it is as it were infinitely diftinguifhed from every thing elfe. 
2dly. A fpirit of prayer implies in it a realizing belief that 
‘God is, and a fight and fenfe of heart, what God is. In true pray- 
er God is the objec?, therefore a fpirit of prayer is exercifed ina 
~view of the obje?. Sofar asa perfon has a true fight and fenfe of 
pnt on his true charader, fo far he has a /pirit of prayer and no 
er, 
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gdly. A fpirit of prayer isa fpirit of fenfible, abjfolute dependence’ 
on God and truf? in him. Prayer, ftriétly fpeaking, is only an ex- 


prefion of our dependence on God. Therefore, where there is no 


actual fenfible dependence on God, there is not a true {pirit of 
prayer. ‘Therefore, 4thly, A fpirit of prayer is a fpirit of true 
humility. The foul afks not only in a fenfe of want and infuf- 


ficiency, but of exceeding vilenefs and illdefert : So hopes in and. 


afks for foverign mercy only, therefore, confeffion of fin is an in- 
f{eparable attendant of true prayer, fee David, Daniel, Nebemiab,: 
Fc. 

sthly. From the foregoing particulars it follows that he who- 
has a true fpirit of prayer, dves mot depend on his prayer. This 
does not appear to him of any worth, but on the contrary, fo im- 
perfect and finfully deficient, as‘on the whole to be matter of 
fhame and felf-condemnation.: This diftinguifhes the true /aint,, 
from the molt zealous, devout, blazing hypocrite, who /hines in 
his own eyes. ‘This leads me to fay, 6thly, He who has a true /pirit 
of prayer offers all in the’name of Jefus Chrift,-in a fenfe and 
hearty approbation of his charaéter as mediator,.and in a view 
of his worthine/s, trufting alone in his merit for acceptance. 

athly. A fpirit of prayer is a fpirit of true fubmiifion and obe- 
dience to God : God is alland in ali to the praying chriftian, and 
it is unfpeakably defirable and {weet to him to dedicate himfelf to: 
God and be all for him. 

8thly. Tis a humble refignation to, and acguiefcence in God 
“ not my will but thine be done,” is the language of him who 
has fet us the beft pattern of prayer, when he was in the higheft . 
exercife of afpirit of prayer. gthly, The Holy Spirit ts the great 
good, andthe fum and fubftance of all the chriftian moft earneftly 
defires in the exercife of a fpirit of prayer. See Luke xi. 13, com- 
pare with Matth. vii: rt. This is the living water, the water of 
life, which his foul thirfteth after. s1othly, A fpirit of prayer is 
tender of God’s honor, and ‘feeks it in the firft place, and above all 
other things, a {pirit of prayer is an exercife of fupreme love to God, 
therefore it feeks the advancement of his kingdom in the world. 
“‘ hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
Father glorify thy name,’ is the language of a ¢rwe {pirit of prayer.- 

1ithly. He who has a true fpirit of prayer, naturally and ear- 
neltly prays for his fellow men. See 1 Tim. ii. 1, becaufe it is a 
fpirit of love to men, efpecially will he pray for his fellow chrift- 
ians. See Eph. vi. 18. 

12thly. He who has a fpirit of prayer does heartily forgive his 
enemies and pray for them. Matth.v. 44. Matth. vi. 12. Mark 
xill. 11, 25. 13th. He who has a fpirit of prayer comes to the 
throne of grace with boldnefs and freedom, and pours out -his 
heart before God, and unbofoms himfelf as it were, without re+ 
Rraint, cqffing all his cares upon Ged, and in this way the foul ar 
cale 
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eafe and frvect refi, t Sani. i. 15,18. 14th. A fpirit of prayer 
helps a perfon to fill his mouth with arguments, by which he 
wreftles with God, with inexpreffible ardour and engagedneis of 
mind. See Fos xxui. 4, 6. 

Theretore 15th, he who prays in the fpirit, has exercifes, groan- 
ings and defires which are inexprefiile in words, Rom. viii. 26, 


~ 


This is owing to the greatue/i, and importance, and Juserlative ex- 
celrency and wonder fiulusfs of the things, which are in view of the 
praying foul. 

16th. A fpirit of prayet is alfoa thankful {pirit, therefore, they 
who are mott difpofed to pray; are molt difpofed to wive thanks, 
anid find the moit matter of thankfulnefs. Sce PAil. iv. 6. 

17th. When pertons havea fpirit of prayer they can pray wich 
courage and earneltnefs at the darkelt time, and when every 
thing in providence, and the circumtances of things in the world 
icems to make acainit the accomplifhment of their defires, the 
réafon is, perfons m the exercife of a ipirit of prayers look above 
all thefe things, and put their traf? in the onnipotent, living God. 
Thus prayed Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 24, 27, A/a, 15 Chron. xiv. II, 
Fohofd. xX. §, 12. Hezek. 2 Kings xix. 14, 19, Neh. Daniel, Fofiab, 
Nabum i. 3, &c. &ce. Indeed every perion that has ever had a 
trae {pirit of prayer, has found himfelf in fuch circumftances, 
that he had none to truft to but God, and faw nothing but dark- 
nefs and defpair from every other quarter. 

18th. A fpirit of prayer is a perfevering fpirit, or he who has a 
{pirit of prayer is difpofed to perfevere in prayer, and not give 
out, whatever difcouragements there are in the appearance of 
things, and however far he is from difcerning any appearance of 
fuccefs, or a favourable anfwer. Matth. xv. 21, Luke xv. 1, Eph. 
vi. 18, Callof-iv. 2. 1 The. v. 17. 

Allthis and much more might be mentioned, as included ina 
true fpirit of prayer, by which it is diftinguifhed from every thing 
that is not. But it may be ufeful here, perhaps, to mention the 
following things : 1f, The fpirit of prayer takes place ina much 
greater degree in fome perfons than in others, and the fame chrift- 
jan may have much higher excrcifes of it at one time than another, 
and many times there may be {fo little of it in exercife, and fo 
much to the contrary may appear, that a perfon may be ready to 
conclude he has nothing of it; but even then a true faint will 
have an evidence in his favour, however far he may be then 
from confidering it as fuch, viz. a not being able to get any fatis- 
faétion or eafe in any of the externals, that belong to prayer, but 
find a reftlefs emptine/i, which cannot be removed, but by the 
exercife of a {pirit of prayer. It may befurther obferved, zdly, 
A fpirit of prayer is moft commonly exercifed with the greateft 


freedom in /eeret ; and often takes place /uddenly and unexpectedly. 
The 
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The mind is fet at liberty at once, it hardly knows by what 
means, and gets into a mew world as it were, and exercifes itfelf 
before God with unfpeakable vigour, ftrength of defire, and fweet 
enjoyment ; but however fuddenly fuch frames may commence, 
they will not go off fo fuddenly,if genuine, but the foul will be left 
in a bumble, calm, fweet frame, with tendernefs of contcience; fear, 
and hatred of fin, love to God and his ways, and courage and ref- 
olution in his fervice, &c. which were not fo fenfible, or to fo 
great a degree before ; 3dly, Though all the abovementioned 
particulars are included in a fpirit of prayer, yet oftentimes but 
one thing may be molt fenfibly felt, and as it were, take up the 
ahele attention of the mind. For inftance, fometimes a perfon’s 
ewn concerns may be moft or altogether attended to, as the mat- 
ter of prayer ; fometimes fome particular friend or place ; fome-» 
times the church and kingdom of Chrilt in the world ; fometimes 
the heart may be moft carried out in thankfgiving ; fometintes 
in adoration or confefion, to fuch a degree that there ts little or no 
engagement in petition. 

4thly, The exercife of true grace and a fpirit of prayer are real- 
ly one and the fame thing, whenever the heart is in a right frame, 
itis in a praying frame, and has intercourfe with God. This 
will difpofe the chriftian to pray whenever and in whatever 
fituation, company, or bufinefs, he isin, his heart will rife in filent 
ejaculations to God ; and this will make him ready and forward 
to embrace all opportunities for fecret and focial prayer. sthly, 
As God is wont to give all bleflings (except the fpirit of prayer 
itfelf) to his church and to particular perfons in anfwer to prayer 
(Ezek. 36, Matth. vii. 7,) fo befare he beftows fpecial and remark- 
able deliverances and mercies, he gives a fpirit of extraordinary 
prayer for them ; therefore, when fuch a fpirit is found among 
any of God’s people, and they are difpofed to petfevere in it, it 
is a molt hopeful fymptom that the good they are waiting for is at 
hand ; and they who pray always with all prayer and fupplication 
in the {pirit, and watch thereunto with all perfeverance, EpA. vi. 
18, have comfortable evidence of anfwers to their prayer. Though 
periaps they may not come juft in the way, and at the time they 
defire and hope for them. 
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THE AFFECTIONS OF THE HEART. 





HAT do chriftians mean, when they complain of 
their hearts ? 

4nf._ ‘They conceive in what they call them/elves, fome perma- 
nent fource of evil thoughts and affections. Thefe feem to flow 
{pontaneoufly like reams from their fountains. The fame ex. 
ternal occafions are followed by the fame kind of thoughts and 
affections, which indicate that there is fome fixed principle in their 
nature, to be excited in the fame manner by the fame occafions. 
Théfe principles however, lie out of fight. Nothing of them is 
dire&tly perceived, but their fruits. Whether therefore the prin- 
ciples are certain modifications of the fpiritual fubftance called 
the foul, or whether all thefe exercifes take place according to 
fome laws of nature, without fuch a fpiritual fubftance, is im- 
poflible for usto afcertain. But whichever of thefe theories be 
true, the effects are the fame, equally regular, and equally to be 
expected in the fame circumftances, and give occafion to the 
fame concepticn, that we have invourfelves fome general fource 
whence all our thoughts and affections proceed. By experience, 
chriftians, in this imperfe& ftate are led to conclude in the fame 
manner that they expect the fun will rife tomorrow, that unlefs he 
who made them, fhall be pleafed to produce fome alteration 
cither in the qualities of their fouls, or in the laws according to 
which their thoughts arife, they fhall continue to fin as they 
have done, and that while they are endeavouring to drive fin 
out at one part, it will ftill enter at another. 

They regard this fomething, whether it be fome modification of 
the foul, or fome laws of nature as a fort of inexhauftible fource 
of wicked thoughts and affections ; and in this view they contem- 
plate it as the fum of all their finfulnefs ; and loath and hate it 
accordingly. ‘They feeltoo, that the agreeable or difagreeable 
appearance, which objections make in their view is the occa- 
fion of all their fubfequent aiceftions, and of the volitions, 
which follow. And as the fame objects appear differently to dif- 
ferent minds, and produce effeéts anfwerably different, they necef- 
arily impute this difference of appearance and effect to fome 
differences in themfelves ; differences*which occafions one to 
love what another hates. They fee fuch figns of ftability and 


uniformity in thefe differences, that they fay it is the nature of this 
’ perfon 
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perfon to be pleafed with fuch an object ; and of another, that it 
is his xature to be pleafed with another obje¢t, and to be difgufted 
with that which pleafed the former. The great object is there- 
fore to have fome fuch radical change wrought in the heart, that 
it may fpontaneoufly be pleafed with thefe objects, with whieh 
it ts both duty and intereft to be pleafed, and purfue and value 
objects for the fame reafons for which they are -purfued and val- 
ued by him, who makes a right eftimate of all things. 

How would a perfon panting on the burning fands of Arabia, 
feel toward one {pring, which fhould inceflantly exhale a loath- 
fome, peftiferous vapour, in comparifon with one pafing puff of 
the vapour? And how very differently would he feel toward a 
good and durable {pring of pure frefh water, and a fingle cup of 
“the fame? The fingle, trifling, tranfitory effects in either cafe, 
would be as nothing in comparifon with their refpective fountains. 

This fimilitude, though in a faint manner, illuftrates the rea- 
fon why the chriftian loathes his heart fo much more than he 
does any one of its productions, and why he longs more ardently 
for a perfectly holy heart than he does for any individual! exercife 
of holinefs. 

To know the plague of one’s own heart, is to learn by an ae- 
curate and diligent attention to his exercifes, the ftrong tendency 
there is in his nature to fend forth the effluvia of moral peftilence. 
Having learned this, and his own infufficiency to counteract it, 
no wonder he cries out with Paul, ** Who {hall deliver me from 
the body of this death,”’ from which fo hateful a ftench proceeds. 
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{The Printer folicits the readers of the Magazine to draw the veil of 


candor over the political extrac? inferted in page 332, which, through 
the multiplicity of bufinefs, be, by miftake, inferted inftead of the foal. 
Chih. elegant delineation of a blind, but able difciple in the caufe of 
Chrifi.] 
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|] HAVE been, my dear S*******, on an excurfion 
through the countries which lie ye the eaftern fide 
of the Blue Ridge. A general defcription of that country and 


its inhabitag@ts may form the fubje&@ of a future.letter. For the 
prefent, I muft entertain you with an account of the moft fingu- 
lar and interefling adventure which I met with in the courfe of 


the tour, 
, It 
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{t was on Sunday as I travelled through the county of Orange, 
that my eye was caught by a clufter of horfes tied near a ruinous 
old wooden houfe in the foreft not far from the road fide. Hav- 
ing frequently feen fuch objects before, in cravelling through thefe 
States, I had no difficulty in underftanding that this was a place 
of religious worfhip. Devotion alone fhould have ftopped me to 
join in the duties of the congregation ; but I muft confefs that 
curiofity to hear the preacher of fuch a wildernefs, was not the 
leaft of my motives. On entering, I was ftruck with his preter- 
Miatural appearance. He was a tall and very {pare old man; his 
head, which was covered with a white linen cap, his fhrivelled 
hands, and his voice, all fhaking under the influence of a palfy, 
in afew moments afcertained to me that he was perfectly blind. 
The firft emotions which touched my brealt were thofe of mingled 
pity and veneration. But ah! Sacred God ! How foon were all 
my feelings changed! The lips of Plato were never more wor- 
thy a prognoftic {warm of bees than were the lips of this holy 
man! It was a day of the adminiftration of the facrament, and 
his fubject, of courfe, was the paffion of our Saviour. I had 
heard the fubject handled a thoufand times : I had thought it 
exhaufted long ago. Little did I fuppofe that in the wild woods 
of America I was to meet with a man whofe eloquence would 

ive to this topic a new and fublimer pathos than I had ever be- 
fore witnefled. As he defcended from the pulpit to diftribute the 
myftic fymbol, there was 2 peculiar, a more than ufual folemnity 
in his air and manner, which made my blood run cold and my 
whole frame to fhiver. He then drew a picture of our Saviour ; 
his trial before Pilate ; his afcent up Calvery.; his crucifixion, 
and his death. I knew the whole hifiory ; but never until then 
had I heard the circumftances fo felected, fo arranged, fo colour- 
ed! It was allnew ; and I feemed to have heard it for the firft 
time in my life. His enunciation was fo deliberate, that his voice 
trembled on every fyllable ; and every heart trembled in unifon. 
His peculiar, phrafes had that force of defcription, that the origi- 
nal fcene appeared to be at that moment acting before our eyes. 
We faw the very faces of the Jews ; the ftaring, frightful diftor- 
tions of malice and rage. We faw the buffet ; my foul kindled 
with a flame of indignation, and my hands were involuntarily 
and convulfively clenched. But when he came to touch the pa- 
‘tience, the forgiving meeknefs of our Saviour ; when he drew, to 
the life, his blefled eyes reaming in tears to heaven, his voice 
breathing to God a foft and gentle prayer of pardon on his ene- 
mies, “* Father forgive them, for they know not what they do ;” 
the voice of the preacher, which had, all along, grown fainter 
and fainter, until his utterance being entirely obftruéted by the 
force of his feelings, he taifed his handkerchief to his eyes, and 
=z : » burt 
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burft into a loud and irrepreffible flood of grief. The effe& is 
inconceivable. The whole houfe refounded with the mingled 
groans and fobs and fhrieks of the congregation. It was {ome 
time before the tumult had fubfided fo far as to permit him to 
proceed. Indeed, judging by the ufual but fallacious ttandard 
of my own weakne(s, I began to be very uneafy for the fituation 
of the preacher. For I could not conceive how he would be able 
to let his audience down from the height to which he had wound 
them, without impairing the folemnity and dignity of the fubje@, 

or perhaps {hocking them by the abruptnefs of the fall. But, 
no ; the defcent was as beautiful and fublime, as the elevation had 
been rapid and enthufiaftic. The firlt fentence with which’ he 
broke the awful filence was a quotation from Roufleau: * So- 
crates died like a philofopher, but Jefus Chriit like a God!” I 
defpair of giving you any idea of the effec produced by this 
fhort fentence, unlefs you could perfectly conceive the whole man- 
ner of the man, as well as the peculiar crifis in the difcourfe. 

Never before did I completely underftand what Demofthenes 
means by having fuch ftrefs on delivery. 

Yott are to bring before you the venerable figure of the preach- 
er ; his blindnefs, conftantly recalling to your recollection old 
Homer, Offian and Milton and affociating with his performance, 
the melancholy grandeur of their geniufes, you are to imagine 
that you hear his flow, folemn, well accented enunciation, and 
his voice of affecting, trembling melody ; you are to remember 
the pitch of paffion and enthufiafm to which the congregation 
were raifed ; and then the few minutes of portentous, deathlike 
filence which reigned throughout the houfe ; the preacher re-« 
moving his white handkerchief from his aged face (even yet wet 
from the recent torrent of his tears) and flowly ftretching forth 
the palfied hand which holds it, begins the fentence, * Socrates 
died like a philofopher ;” and then paufing, raifed his other, prefl- 
ing them both, clafped together, with warmth and energy to his 
breaft, lifting his « fightlefs balls” to heaven, and pouring his 
whole foul into his tremulous voice, * but Jefus ‘Chrift, like a 
God !” If he had been indeed and in truth an angel of light, 
the effect could fcarcely have been more divine. Whatever I 
had been able to conceive the fublimity of Maflillon, or the force 
. of Bourdaloue, had fallen far fhort of the power which I feel 
from the delivery of this fimple fentence, the blood which jul 


before, had rufhed in a torrent upon my brain, and in the violence | 


and agony of my feeling had held my whole fyftem in fuf- 
penfe, nowiran back into my heart witha fenfation which I can- 
not defcribe ; a kind of fhuddering, delicious horror ! The parox- 
ifm of blended pity and indignation, to which I had_ been tranf- 
sre fubfided in the deepeft fell abafement, humility and ador- 
ation | 
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ation ! I had juf-been lacerated and diflolved by fympathy for our 
Saviour as a fellow creature ; but now, with fear and trembling, 
I adored him as—a ** God !” 

If this defcription gives you the impreflion that this incompar- 
able minilter had any thing of fhallow, theatrical trick in his man- 
ner, it does him great injuttice. Ihave never feen in any other 
orator, fuch an union of fimplicity and majefty. He has nota 
gelture, an attitude, an accent, to which he does not feem forced 
by the fentiment which he is exprefling. His mind is too feri- 
ous, too earneft, too folicitous, and, at the fame time, dignified, 
to {toop to artifice. Although as far removed from oftentation 
as aman can be, yet it is clear from the train, the ftyle and fub- 
ftance of his thoughts, that he is not only a very polite fcholar, 
but a man of extenfive and profound erudition. I was forcibly 
ftruck with a fhort, yet beautiful charafter which he drew of our 
learned aad amiable countryman, Sir Robert Boyle: he fpoke of 
him, as it *‘ his noble mind had, even before death, divefted her- 
felf of all influence, from his frail tabernacle of flefh ;’’ and called 
him, in his peculiar emphatic and impreflive manner, “ a pure in- 
telligence, the link between men and angels !” 

This man has been before my imagination almoft ever fince, 
A thoufand times, as I rode along, I dropped the reigns of my 
bridle, firetched forth my hand, and tried to imitate his quotation 
from Rouffeau ; a thoufand times I abandoned the attempt in 
defpair, and felt perfuaded that his peculiar manner and power 
arofe from an energy of foul which nature could give, but which 
no human being could juftly copy. In fhort, he feems to be al- 
together a being of a former age, or of a totally different nature 
from the reft of men. 

As I recall at this moment feveral of his awfully ftriking atti- 
tudes, the chilling tide with which my blood begins to pour alon 
my arteries, reminds me of the emotions produced by the ark 
fight of Gray’s introductory picture of his bard : 

On a rock, whofe haughty brow 

Frowns o’er old Conway's foaming flood, 
Rob’d in the fable garb of woe, 

With haggard eyes the poet ftood ; 
(Loofe, his beard and hoary hair 
Stream’d like a meteor to the troubled air !) 
And with a Poet’s hand and Prophet’s fire 
Struck the deep forrow on his lyre. 


Guefs my furprife when, on my arrival at Richmond, and mene 
tioning the name of this man, I found not one perfon who had 
ever before heard of James Wappett. Is it not ftrange that - 
fuch a genius as this, fo accomplifhed a fcholar, fo divine an 
orator, fhould be permitted to languifh and die in obfcurity, with. 
in eight miles of the metropolis of Virginia ? 
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ACCOUNT OF THE REFORMATION AT 
HOLLIS. By Rev. Mr. SMITH. 








[Concluded from page 312.] 








O prevent prolixity, and to exhibit to the reader as 

many inftances of diftinguifhing grace as is com- 
patible with the limits of this letter, I fhall prefent, for candid 
perufal, the relations of feveral perfons written by themfelves, 
without making any remarks upon them. 





I. [have always been oppofed to the dcétrines of divine decrees 
and perfonal election, and fought them as muchas I could, until 
I was compelled to believe them. Some time ago, 1 heard a fer- 
mon upon them, which in part convinced me that they were true 
and important. My underftanding more readily confented to 
them than before ; but my feelings were oppofed. Every im- 
agination of the thoughts of my heart being only evil continual. 
ly, I could not feel reconciled to thefe doctrines. 

Since then I heard another fermon that pricked me to the heart, 
imprefied my mind with feme fenfe of guilt, and led me to inquire 
what I fhould do to be faved. But I was determined to conceal, 
as much as poflible, my feelings, though I was in great diflrefs 
for my foul. Preaching, inftead of affording relief, only made 
my cafe appear worfe. I continued fometime under painful 
fenfations of mind. ‘The more I attendedto my heart, the worfe 
it appeared, till I was gradually deprived of all hope of doing any 
thing myfelf to recommend me to God, or fecure my falvation. 
I faw the purity of the divine law, and the juftice of God in my 
condemnation. After remaining in this condition a fhort time, 
hating God and Chrift without a caufe, my mind was compojied 
in the view of the charaéter, and government of God. My feel- 
ings toward a preached gofpel. The bible, the company and 
religious converfation of chriftians, are very different from whar 
they ever were before. The doétrines of the gofpel which have 
been fo extremely offenfive to me, now appear rational and love- 
ly. I think I now prefer the company of chriftians to any other, 
and fervently defire to be more conformed to the will of God. 


But, at times, I have great darknefs, and many doubtful appre- 
henfions 
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henfions concerning myfelf, and am almoft ready to conclude 
that I have never experienced the power of godlinefs on my 
heart. I find my heart doubtful above all things, and defperate- 
ly wicked : yet at other times, I think I have animating difcov- 
eries of the beauty and excellency of religion, fee) more refigned 
to the fovereign will of God, who hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and hardeneth whom he will ; and my prevailing 
defire, I think, is, that God may be glorified whatever becomes 
of me. I realife the molt abfolute dependence on God, and 
know that if I am faved, it will be by ftee, unmerited fovereign 
grace, through the atoning blood of Chritt. 





If. I thitk I have abundant reafon to bliefs God, for caufing 
my birth and education in a gofpel land, and for favouring me 
with divine truth anda preached gofpel. But I ought to be 
humbled in the duft before God, for living fo long unmindful 
of God, and the religion of Jefus Chrift, for taking a part with 
the enemies of God, and for afiociating with the enemies of re- 
ligion. And though I have endeavoured to lead a regular and 
morally honeft life in the fight of men; yet I have lived alto- 
gether without love to God, and that temper of heart which the 
gofpel requires. 

I have walked in the way of my corrupt rebellious heart, and 
have been wholly under the influence of felfifh motives all my 
days ; and the Godin whofe hand my breath is, and before 
whom are all my ways, I have not glorified. Thus I have con- 
tinued in fin and rebellion againft the majefty of heaven, cafting 
off fear and reftraining prayer before God ; thinking I had 
nothing to do, becaufe I was dependent on God for a change of 
heart ; under this ftrong delufion, I fhould have plunged into hell, 
if God had not have opened mine eyes to fee myfelf.. On feeing 
perfons of my age, and of my particular aflociates, in great dif- 
trefs of mind, | was much alarmed at my own ftupidity, and 
thought I was the moft hardened {inner on the earth, being ra- 
ttonally convinced that I was without hope and without God in 
the world, and immediately expofed to mifery, as much as they 
were. I then thought I really defired to repent, and become 
religious, but could not, and I withed to feel thofe keen fenfa- 
tions of mind which others expreffed. I attended clofely to 
reading, was fond of the company of chriftians and of religious 
converfation, conftantly attended public worfhip, thought I was 
pleafed with the difpenfation of mercy to others, and rejoiced to 
fee them exprefling their confidence in Chritt. 

At length the enmity of my heart began to rife on feeing per- 
fons of every defcription taken, and myfelf paffed by. I felt un- 
eafy with the fovereignty of God, and began to fear that I fhould 
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never be a fubject of grace. I then found that all my imaginary 
love to religion, and to the followers of Chrift, was wholly from 
felfifh motives, with a hope of obtaining perfonal happinefs. I 
faw that I was unwilling that God: fhould do his pleafure, and 
have mercy on whom he will have mercy, unlefs I alfo partook 
of his grace. This reminded me of my guilty, helplefs, depend- 
ent. condition, that my falvation wholly depended on that fove- 
_ reign mercy, which T defpifed. ‘The moral fate of my foul came 
more clearly to view, on that day, when a number of my neareft 
friends and acquaintances forfook me and the impenitent world, 
profefiedly to unite with the followers of Chrif in the memorials 
of his death.* At the fame time I knew that the offer of falva- 
tion was as ‘freely made to me as to them, and that nothing pre- 
vented my compliance with the condition, but an unwillingnels 
to receive it as afree gift. This wasa painful fcene to me, and 
I thought I realized, in a degree, the feelings expreffed in thefe 
words : ** There fhall be weeping and gnathing of teeth, when ye 
fhail fee Abraham, and Lfaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God, and you, yourfelves, thruit out.” But God 
was pleated, as I hope, foon alter this, to remove this enmity. of 
heart, and difpofe me to fubmut to his fovereign will and govern- 
ment, and to realize tome his right to reign, and difpofe of all 
things according to the counfel of his own will. 

I now read his word with increafing delight, and viewed his 
perfeftions difplayed in his works of creation, providence, and 
redemption, with approbation. And, though at times, I have 
many difficulties to encounter, refpecting mylelf ; yet knowing 
that Chrift dicd to fave fuch finners as I am, and hath faid, him 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wife caft out. I now defire 
fincerely to confecrate myfelf, and all I have to him, feparate 
myfelf from the ungodly, and unite with the friends of truth, in 
obedience to all his command@s, and attendance oa all his ordi 
nances. \. 





III. Although I was born, and educated in a land bleffed 
with the light of the glorious gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and lived the 
moft part of my days, where this gofpel has been clearly preach- 
ed; and though I have believed the doctrines, peculiar to the 
Calviniftic fcheme, to be bible dotirines, and have rationally ap- 
proved of the moft clear, and pungent preaching ; yet until with. 
in about fix months, I have never realized the oppofition of my 
heart toGod. Having lived and aflociated with thofe who I 


believed had experienced the power of godlinefs, I have heard 


much 
“On the day referred to above, forty. five perfons offered thenrfelves for 


admiffion into the church by exhibiting a written telation. His wife was 
one. 
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much converfation upon experimental religion, and the feelings 
of the human heart ; but converfation of this import, has to me, 
always been without meaning, and very painful. But within a 
few months I have feen much more of my heart, than I ever be- 
fore faw. It has formerly appeared unaccountable to me, that 
any perfon living under the light of the gofpel, fhould deny the 
being and perfections of God, or divine revelation. But of late 
I have feen by painful experience, that I was both an infidel, and 
atheift in heart. For as aman thinketh in his heart, fo is he. 
The heart ofa man muft eftablifh his charaéter in the fight of the 
heart-fearching God. And I knowthat I have not realized the 
eflential prefence of God, neither have I, in heart, believed the 
promifes and-threatenings contained in the holy feriptures. I have 
heretofore thought I fully believed the neceflity of regeneration, 
and that nothing fhort of Almighty power could produce this 
change ; but F am now convinced, that I flattered myfelf, that 
when brought to the extremity, I fhould of myfelf repent, and do 
fomething that would move God to thew mercy to me, and on 
this I refted my hope. But when God was pleafed to fhew me 


.. my moral character and danger, I faw that I was fo lately op- 


pofed to repentance, that if I was immediately to enter into eter- 
nity, I thould not feel of myfelf, the leaft inclmation to repent, 
for | was as‘much oppofed to holinefs as 1 was to mifery. 

I wifhed to efcape mifery and be happy, but not in the exercife 
of holinefs. My own happinefs was my ultimate objet in all my 
condué, and. if the whole univerfe had been at my difpofal, and 
had ftood in competition with:my own happinefs, it muft have 

erifhed. 

' [ have often thought that I was glad to hear of the converfion 
of others, defiring that they might be happy if I were miferable ;’ 
but of late I have difcovered feelings extremely different e 
thefe- Hearing that others have obtained a comfortable hope, 
has excited in me very painful fenfations. And though my pref- 
ent aponnay of the human heart, is in my view, comparatively 
{mall, yet whoever has feen and felt what I have, will not, I be- 
lieve, deny total, moral depravity, nor hope for falvation without 
a change of heart. 

I think I have feen enough to convince me, that neither Ar- 
minianiim, nor univerfalifm, are according to truth, but that the 
only hope for perifhing finners, arifes from the fovereign electing 
love of God. Some weeks paft my mind has been freed from 
flavifh. fear, and I have felt in fome degree, reconciled to divine 
fovereignty. Yet my feelings have not correfponded with thofe 
which I confidered peculiar to chriftians. once thought, that 
when a perion had pafled from death unto life, and hated what 
he once loved, and loved what he once hated, he muft have clear 
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evidence of this moral change ; and I have often queried, if this 
change be fo great as is reprefented in the bible? Why is it not 
more apparent in the lives of profeflors ? And here I find great 
difficulty in regard to myfelf. But what my real character is, 
at prefent, God alone knows. ‘I fear left I fhall deceive myfelf, 
and ruin my foul, and reproach religion. But this I know, that 
religious company and converfation are much more agreeable 
than they ever were before. Andas, in my opinion, the period 
is faft approaching when there will be a much more vifible dii- 
tinction between the friends and enemies of religion, than at pref- 
ent, I afk myfelf whether Iam willing to join and take a part 
with infidels and open oppofers to religion? To which I think I 
reply in éite words of Jacob, O my foul, come not thou into. theic 
fecret ; unto their aflembly, mine honor, be not thou united. 
And to the real friends of godlinefs, if my heart does not deceive 
me, I can fay, Whither thou goeft I will go, and where thou 
lodgeft I will lodge, thy people thall be my people, and thy God 
my God. 





IV. Early in my youth, it pleafed God,. by his Spirit, to call 
my attention to religion. But the allurements of the world gain- 
- ed upon my heart and my attention relaxed, 1 was canvinced 
that the fyftem of moral condué contained in the bible was by 
far better calculated to promote public good and private -happi- 
nefs than any other fyftem which had ever been formed. . This 
belief had fome effe& on my external deportment ; but my heart 
remained at enmity againft God. I viewed the excellency of 
that moral fyftem asa ftriking proof that the bible is the word of 
God ; but did not feel the force of this truth on my heart. My 
morality aimed at temporal good and my own future happine(s 
without any reference to the glory of Him whoisallin all. Un- 
der repeated invitations of the gofpel, and operations of the Spirit, 
I have reforted to various excufes and liftened to the delufive 
hope of a more convenient feafon. But, within a few months 
pait I think it has pleafed God in fome meature, to difcover to me 
the plague of my heart ; that it is deceitful above all things and 
defperately wicked, that its natural ftate, being enmity againft 
God, is incompatible with the enjoyment of him in the exercife 
of holinefs. ‘That a radical change was abfolutely neceflary ; 
for without holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord. ‘That nothing 
fhort of a divine atonement could fatisfy the demands of juftice 
againft me; that an all-fufficient atonement had been made by 
the Son of God. But, that being unwilling to come to Chrift for 
life, | was dependant on the Holy Spirit to bow my will, and by 
exciting me to exercife repentance, faith and new obedience, to 
lead me to Chrift, who alone could obtain audience and accept- 
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cance with the Father. Under thefe views, I hope I. have bees 


made willing to fubmit myfelf into the hands of God, to be dif- 
pofed of for hisglory. I have been led to hope that relying on 
the atonement, and intercetlion of Chrift, by the affiftance of the 
divine Spirit, I may take hold on the promifes.in the gofpel. I 
feel it to be my duty, and think it is the defire of my heart, pub- 
licly to name the name of Chrift, and conform to the ordinances 
of the gofpel. Love to God appears to be that wifdom whofe 
ways are pleafantnefs, and all his paths peace, more to be defired 
than all earthly good. 


V. I defire to humble myfelf before God, for the long abufe 
of the means of grace with which I have been favoured. In 
heart, I lived in direct oppofition to the belt of beings, without 





realizing the exceedingly criminal part I was acting. Though 
my confcience often called fo loud as to caufe a confiderable de- 
sree of uneafinefs in my mind; yet I foon found means to fi- 
lence its voice and continue in fin. And being unwilling to fee 
my moral character in the elear light of divine truth, | was led 
to cavil again{t the moft elfential do@trines of the gofpel, and’ la- 
boured much to eftablifh a hope in external morality. | 
Thus I continued, fupporting myfelf in ftupidity by. vain ex- 
cufes and cavillings againft the ‘gofpel, and banifhed from my 
mind the folemn realities of death, judgment, and eternity ; till 
it pleafed God, the laft fpring, to fhew me my loft and undone 
condition. I then faw that 1 had lived without hope, and with- 
ont God in the world, expofed every moment to eternal ruin, 
The law of God, by which I ftood a condemned criminal, ap- 
peared holy and righteous, and I juftly fentenced to everlatting 
mifery. In thisunhappy condition, I trembled in a view of di- 
vine wrath ? but felt no difpofition to fubmit unconditionally to 
God. The idea that God was an abfolute, holy fovereign, and 
would difpofe of all his creatures in a fovereign manner, to pro- 
mote his own glory, was peculiarly painful and cutting to my 
heart. I faw nothing in religion, nor in the charaéer of God, 
that appeared lovely or defirable. My heart murmured againft 
the divine government, aff hated every thing of a holy nature, 
In this view of divine s, which were fo hateful to me, I 
wifhed for qnnihilation. A belief of this would have been very 
agreeable to me, but I knew that I muft eternally exit, and 
i thought it more than probable I fhould for ever remain in en- 
mity again God, and fuffer the wait of divine wrath. For [ 
knew that it was impoflible for me to be happy without a change 
of heart, and I had no inclination to change my own heart, or to 
exercife holy affection. This taught me that I could do noth- 
ing to recommend myfelf to the favour of God, nor fhould L of 
| myten 
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myfelf comply with the condition on which merfcy was offered in 
the gofpel. In this view of the criminal oppofition of my heart to 
God, I realized my. dependence on the fovereign grace of God 
difplayed in the operation of his Spirit. Being deprived of almoft 
every gleam of hope that I fhould ever be a fubject of grace, 
borne down with a fenfe of guilt, my mind was relieved. My 
anxiety refpecting my own happinefs, and my fenfible oppofition 
to God, abated. I thought I rejoiced that God was an abfolute 
fovereign, and that I could willingly fubmit myfelf into his hand 
unconditionally, to be difpofed of for time and eternity, as fhould 
feem good in the fight of God. Sin appears odious wherever it 
is, and holinefs defirable for what it is in its own nature. Relig- 
ion and religious company, which were once offenfive, are now 
defirable, and pleafant to me. And I think I can willingly de- 
ny myfelf, take up the crofs, and follow Chrift, whom I efieem 
the chiefelt among ten thoufand, and altogether lovely, 





To the above I might add more than one hundred relations 
which I now have on hand; in which the diftinguifhing grace 
of God is as clearly difplayedas in thefe. They were not feleé- 
ed becaufe they are more noticeable than others ; but becaufe 
they are of the firft charaétersin the town. So that it may not 
be faid that none but ignorant, fuperftitious people are the 
apparent fubjeéts of fpecial grace. Two of thefe perfons, whofe 


cafes have been mentioned, have received a public education; - 


and feveral others are of the moft diftinguifhed abilities, and the 
moft influential among us, Whether they have, or have not, ex- 
perienced the powerof godlinefs on their hearts, God knoweth, 
But, faith Chrift, ye fhall know them by their frudts. Not every 
one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, fhall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he that doth the will of my Fathér which is in heav- 
en. No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kmgdom of God. Hence that hope which is 
as an anchor of the foul both fure and ftedfaft, and which enter- 
eth into that within the veil, is maintained in no other way, but 
by a patient continuance in well <e feeking for glory, and 





honor, and immortality, till the foul affive to eternal life. 
| ~~" ELI SMITH, 
December 15, 1803. 
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The following is a genuine letter froma young lady of the age of fifteen 
w years to her mother. Tuefday morn. March 24, 1801. 
tr 
MY DEAR MAMMA, 

Te evening while I was writing, I felt fuch a 

) fenfation as I never before experienced. It was a 
fenfation to which this proud heart of mine was before a ftranger : 
A felt fuch an effufion of love to my Redeemer, fuch a lively fenfe 
of gratitude to him, fuch an ardent defire to receive his facra- 
ment, fuch a heavenly joy, and fuch a wifh and defire to devote 
my life to his fervice, that-indeed I could fcarcely breathe. My 
thoughts were, for a long time, entirely fixed upon my God. I 
wanted to tell S my joy ; but I think I ‘may truly fay, my 
tongue refufed to do its office, and clave to the roof of my mouth. 
-Thefe two lines were continually in my mind : 

** For one bleft hour at thy right hand, 

- “‘ 1’d give them all away.” _ 





I could then, and can ftill fay, “¢ one hour fpent in thy fervice, 
eh God, is better than aghoufand {pent elfewhere.” 

Oh, my beloved mother, do help me to praife the Lord. Oh, 
praife him for his boundlefs goodnefs, and unmerited mercy to 
your poor daughter. I never before experienced fuch joy. I 


“was truly happy, and feemed as if I were out of the body. Oh, 


‘what would I not have given to have gone out of this world of 
forrew and trouble, this vale of tears, to meet my blefled Lord 
and matter! 

This morning I was greatly.led out in the view of. death. 
Looking at the burying ground over the way, my thoughts fud- 
denly turned upon death.. I was not at all difmayed at the 
thoughts of it. No, the world, and every thing in it, feemed as 
nothing ; as unworthy my attention, in comparifon with what 
¥ was going to obtain. But I can write no more. This will 
ferve to give you fome idea of what I have felt. And oh, my 
deareft Mamma, I do fincerely entreat your fervent prayers in my 
behalf, as well as thofe of my dear papa, that-I may be enabled 
to perfevere, and to prefs forward toward the prize of the high 






calling of God in Chrift Jefus. 
. I reflected this morning about taking the facrament, I 


it My young friends would laugh at me, and make mie feel 


difagreeably ; then thefe words came into my mind, and were a 
eat comfort to me. . 
«¢ Tam not afhamed to own my Lord,” &c. ‘Then the temp- 
tation vanifhed. I could write more, but I can keep it from you 
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nolonger. Adieu. 
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GENTLEMAN of fome information was ee 
traveling through the Dutch fettlements in t 

ftate of New York ; having called for lodging at a Dutch Inn, 
he fat as a flranger ought ta, and heard the converfation that 
pafled. It was not long before an old gentleman, who appeared 
very grave, began bitterly to lament the exiltence of thé ftatute 
of the State, that prohibits the Dutch language being taught in 
{chools. He mentioned a number of inconveniences and evils 
that would follow if the language fhould be done away among 
them. But the one which feemed to lie with the greatelt weight 
on his mind was the following. He faid that foon if this fatute 
was kept in force, the Dutch children would not be able to {peak 
the language, then iaid he, if our children fhould pray, the Al- 
mighty will not underftand any thing they fay, 

very. Would not miflionary focieties do well to let fome 
of their Miffionaries ftop fhort, and labour among thefe poor ig- 
norant creatures ? Their fouls are as precious as the fouls of the 
new fettlers beyond them, or as the fouls of the heathan? And 
are mortals to be found {0 profoundly ignorant ? 
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L ONG have I walk’d this'dreary road, 
Befet with darknefs round ; 

Nor feen nor heard a fmiling God, 
Nor one bright moment found. 


Others, who once did join my fpeech, ~ ~ 
And mourn’d in painful lay, 

Now mounting up with rapture, ftretch 
To feize a heav’nly day. 
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360 _ 4 Sinner Lameniing, &e. 


Far left behind to feel my woe, 
With harden’d heart to grean, 

Each pray’r, each ftruggle tinks me low, 
Each breath repeats my moan. 


@ The lengthen’d day, the gloomy night, 
- Draw faft the bands of grief ; 
Sometimes defpair o’erclouds my fight, 
And fays, there’s no relief. 


Then confcience thunders, Sinai flames, 
I try again vo rife ; 

The trial fails, and confcience blames 
My pray’rs, my tears, my cries. 





If hope perchance a moment gleams, 
And fays, Chrift’s blood was {pilt ; 

My heart of fin beclouds the beams, 
And feals my death and guilt. 


Tis thus perplex’d, forlorn, and loft, 
I fpend my weary days ; 
No Jefus comes, my hopes are croft, 


While others fing and praife. 











‘ 


‘The Editars defire thofe who fend their compifitions far the Maga- 
zine, to add a title to them. The writers may be fuppofed the beft 
J udges ° . 





